
June 10, 2020 
To my Brothers and Sisters of Trinity Episcopal Church, 
 

I hope the grace of God has found you in the midst of COVID-19. If you are able to get out much 
recently, you have likely noticed that as a larger society, businesses are taking steps to re-open. It seems to 
me that the number of cars on Route 8 and on I-84 have doubled in the last few weeks. While I want to be up 
front with everyone that “church as usual” is likely still far away, I would also like to offer a glimpse of some of 
the preparations underway to allow more people to come and join the virtual Morning Prayer service in person. 

 
The good news is that COVID-19 does not, as of this writing, appear to have infected any members of 

our parish. If possible, we would like to keep it that way, especially as many of our brother and sister parishes 
have not been as fortunate and the consequences have been devastating. Unfortunately, gathering and 
sharing air for an hour indoors appears to be one of the most high-risk activities one can practice. Balancing 
this high level of risk with the deep desire to gather together, we hope to allow some live participation in our 
services beginning Sunday, June 21. To do this carefully, we will need to take a number of reasonable 
precautions. These precautions will include a recommendation that everyone over the age of 65, along with 
anyone who is immunocompromised, continue to join in prayer from their homes via the livestream and on 
facebook. If you feel you can venture out Sunday morning, please check your email or the website in the 
coming week for specifics on what additional precautions will be needed for participants. 
 

In the near future you may notice that we will be branding Sunday morning as “Live at the 
Livestream,” with the service focused on the cameras in an attempt to connect with our siblings in Christ who 
will need to continue to “tune in.” Those who are able to join live might feel strange with all the additional 
precautions. Wearing masks and avoiding sectioned off seating may leave participants feeling out of place is 
uncomfortable, but I encourage all of you to pray and lean into how God is calling you through the strangeness 
and uncertainty of what it is to be with other people right now. Remember too that strange and weird are often 
words that come to mind when trying to express what is simply unfamiliar; familiarity comes with time. 
Additionally, God usually works wonders in chaos and uncertainty.  
 

Lastly, I imagine that many of you may decide the required precautions are not worth what you get out 
of attending, and as such you would prefer to stay home and watch on a computer, phone, or tablet, while 
sipping delicious coffee. I would like to remind you as your priest that such a decision is both wise and Godly. 
In fact, it is straight from Psalm 30:10 that we have these words:  

 
"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit?  
    will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?” 

 
Now, I am aware of the reality that we all have a finite amount of time on this earth, that we all take risks every 
day, and that our time on this earth is uncertain. However, I am of the opinion that facing our mortality does not 
automatically warrant being careless. Unfortunately, being careful for the foreseeable future is going to be 
mighty inconvenient - but my hope and my prayer is that it will be worth it. 
 

You all remain in my thoughts and prayers, and I look forward to where the Holy Spirit is leading us. 
Please keep the Vestry and all the faithful of Trinity in your prayers as we venture faithfully together. 

 
Peace, 
Fr. Nik Combs  


